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ADDRESS
of

HON. ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS,

Before the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, Feb. 21,, lduo.

Gentlemen of the Senate
and House of Representatives:

I appear before you in answer to your call. This call,

coming in the imposing fprm it does, ana unaer the circumstances

it does, requires a response from me. You have assigned to me a very

high, a very honorable , ana responsible position. Thi s position

you Know I did not seeK.Most willingly would I have avoided it;

ana nothing but an extraordinary sense of duty could have inaucea

me to yiela my own disinclinations ana aversions to your wishes

and judgment in the matter. For this unusual manifestation of

esteem and confidence, I return you my profounaest acKnowleage-

ments of gratitude. Of one thing only can I give you my assur-

ance, and that is if I shall be permitted to> discharge the trusts

thereby imposed, they will be discharged with a singleness of af

purpose to the public good.

Xsiixiixx^-i^xjifxewsxxKxiiFiKXBxiJsixx^The great object with me no(^

is to see a restoration, if possible, of peace ,prosperi y, ana Constitu-

tional liberty in this once happy, but now ai sturbea , agitated , and dis-

tracted country. To this end, all my energies and efforts to the extent

of their powers, will be devoted.

You asK my views on the existing state of affairs; our duties

at the present;and the prospects of the future?This is a tasx from

which , unaer other circumstances, I might very well shrinx. He who

ventures to spe&K,and to give counsel and f^vice in times of peril,

or disaster, assumes no enviable position. Far be that rashness

from me v/hich sometimes prompts the forward to rush in
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• her- angels nigjht fear to tread. Tr re sport ing, therel ore

,

'briefly to your enquiries, I Teel, I trust, the full vu i : t

pna magnitude ox the subject. It involves the welfare ol million

now living, a na that of many more Millions ho ere to come e t r

us. I am also fully impressed with the conscionsness ot. the

inconceivably smell effect of what I shell say, ' r on upon the

momentous results involved in the subject itself.

It is v/i til these feelings, I offer my mite of counsel a t

v our rec ue stand in the outset of the under t a.Ki ng ,
i .1 to <.• ~

it is intended to be, to & few general ideas only well maj I

i ... . ,

imitate an illustnous example in invoking aid X rom on r.ign;

’’that I may say nothing on this occasion hich may compromit

the rights, the honor, the dignity, or best interests oi my

country." I mean specially the rights, honor, dignity, ana best

interests of the people ol Georgia, /itd t leir sufferings,

their losses, their mi sf ortunes, their bereavement s , and their

present utter prostration, my heart is in deepest sympathy .

"Je have reached that point in our affairs,; ' hhich the

great question before us is -- *To be or not to be?’ -- ana if

to be: How? Hppe,ever springing in the human breast, prompts,

even under the greatest calamities apd adversities, never to

despair. Adversity is a severe school, a terrible crucible;

both for individuals and communities. 'e are now in this

school, this crucible, and should bear Khinix mind that it is neve

negative in its action. It is always positive. It is ever

decided in its effects one way . or- the other. It either makes

better or worse. It either brings out unknown vices, or arouses

dorTna.nt virtues. In morals, its tendency is to mQ-Ke -saint s or

reprobates -- in politics to make heroes or desperadoes.
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The first inc. icrtlo.u of its w jr icing Tar b joa, to w.nch hope

Iooks anxiously, is the manifesta ti on ;of a full consci our-ness

of its nature -and extent, and the most promising grounds of hope

for possible good from our present troubles, or of things with us

getting better instead of worse, is the evident general realization

on the part of our people, of their present situation: of the

evils now upon them, and of the greater ones still impending.

These it is not my purpose. to exaggerate if I could; that would

be useless; nor to lessen or extenuate ; that would be worse than

useless. All fully understand snc realise them. They feel them.

It is well they do.

Can these evils upon us -- the absence of law; the want

of protection and security of person ana property, without which

civilization cannot advance -- be removed? or can those greeter

ones which threaten our very political existence, be averted?

Twese are the questions.

It is true we have not the control of all the remedies,

even if these questions could be satisfactorily answered. Our

gortunes ana destinjxs are not entirely in our own hand s'.Yet there

are some things that we may, and can, and ought, in my judgment

to do; from which no harm ca.n cone; and from which some good may

foll-pw, in bettering our present condition. States ana communities,

as well as individuals, when they have done the best they can in

view of surrounding circumstances, with all the lights they have

before them -- let results be what they may -- can at least enjoy

the consolation -- no small recompense that -- of having performed

their duty, and having a conscience void of offence before Goa

and man. This, if no more valuable result , will, I trust, attend

the doing of what I propose.

The first great duty, then, I would enjoin at this time, is
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the exercise of the simp 1 , though difficult b try irig ,but neverthe^

less indispensable quality of patience. Patience requires of tnosar

afflicted to* bear and suffer with fortitude whatever ills nay

befall them. This is often, and especially is it the case with i*s

now, essential for their ultimate removal by any instrumentalities

whatever .7e are in the condition of a man with a uislocatea limb,

or a broken leg,anu a very bad compound fracture at that. How it

became br OKeh should not be with him a question of so much import-

ance, as how it can be restored to health, vigor ana strength. This

requires of him as the highest ciuty to himself, to wait quietly ana

pa.t iently in splints ana bandages, until natufe resumes her active

powers -- until the vital functions perform their office. The Knitting

of the bones ana the granulation of the flesh requires time .Perfect

quiet ana repose even under the severest pain, is necessary.lt will

not do to maKe too great haste to get well. An attempt to walls too

soon will only rar ice the rca tter worse. 7/e must or ought now, therefore

,

in a similar manner to discipline ourselves to the same or liKe degree

of patience. I Know the anxiety ana restlessness of the popular

mind to be fully on our feet again -- to walK abroad as we once dia--

to enjoy once more the free outdoor air of Heaven, with the perfect

use of all our limbs. I Know how trying it is to be denied represen-

tation in Congress, while we paying our proportion of the taxes --

how annoying it is to be even partially under military rute -- and

how injurious itis to the general interest and business of the

country to be without Post Offices and mail conmunica t i ons ; to say

nothing of divers other matters on the long list of our present

inconveniences and privat i ons . All these, however, we must patiently

bear and endure for a season. With quiet and repose we may get well--

may get once more on our feet again. One thing is certain, that bad

humor, ill temper, exhibited either in restlessness or grumbling,
-vill not hasten it.
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. Next to this, another great duty we owe to ourselves is the

exercise of a liberal spirit of forbearance amongst ourselves.

The first step towards local or general harmony, is the

banishment from our breasts of every feeling ana sentiment calculated

to stir the discords of the past. Nothing could be more injurious

or nischievous to the future of this country, than the

agitation at present, of questions that divided the people anterior

to, or during the existence of the late war. On no occasion, and

especially in the bestowment of office, ought such differences of

opinion in the past, ever to be mentioned, either for or against

any one, otherwise equally entitled to confidence. These ideas or

sentiments of other times and circumstances, are not the germs from

which hopeful organization can now ariee. Let all differences of

opini on, touching errors, or supposed errors, of the head or heart,

on the part of any, in the past, growing out of these matters, be at

once, in the deep ocean of oblivion, forever buried. Let there be

no criminations or re-criminations on account of acts of other days.

No canvassing of past conduct or motives. Great disasters are upon

us and upon the whole country, ano without enquiring how these

originated, or at whose door the fault should be laid, let us now

as common sharers of common misfortunes, on all occasions, consult

only as to the best means, under the circumstances as we find them,

to secure the best ends towards amelioration. Good Government is

what we want. This should be the leading desire and the control! 1) ing

object with alljand I need not assure you, if this can be obtainea,

that our desolated fields, our towns and villages, and cities now

in ruins, will soon -- lixe the Phoenix -- rise again from their

ashes; and all our waste places .ill again, at no distant day,

blossom as the rose.

This view should also be borne in mind, that whatever differences
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of opinion existed before the late fury of the war, they sprung

mainly from differences as to the best meand to be used, and the

best lines of policy to be pursued, to secure the great controlling

object of all -- which was gOQD GOVERNMENT. Whatever may be

said of the loyalty or disloyalty of any, in the late most

lamentable conflict of arms, I thinx I may venture safely to say,

that there was, on the part of the great mass of the people of

Georgia, and of the entire South, no di sloyalty to the principles

of the Constitution of the United States. To that system of rep-

resentative Government; of delegated abd limited power; that

establi shment in a new phase, on this continent, of all the essentials

of England’s Magna Charta . for the protection and security of life,

liberty and property; with the additional recognition of the prin-

ciple as a fundamental truth, that all political power resides in

the people, with us it was simply a question as to where our allegiance

was due in the maintenance of these principles -- which authority

was paramount in the last resort -- States or Federal. As for myself,

I can affirm t hat no sentiment of disloyalty to these great principles

of self government , recogni zed and embodied in the Constitution of

the United States, ever beat or throbbed in breast or heart of mine.

To their maintenance my whole soul was ever enlisted, ana to

this end my whole life has heretofore been aevotea, ana

will continue to be the rest of my aa.ys -- Goa willing. In devotion

to these principles,! yield to no man living. This much I can

say for myself; May I not say the same for you ana for the great

mass of the people of Georgia, and for the great mass of the people

of the entire South? Whatever differences existed amongst us, arose

from differences as to the best and surest means of securing tnese

great ends, which was the object of all. It was with this view ana

this purpose Secession was tried. That has failed. Instead of

bettering our condition, instead of establishing our liberties
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upon a surer f ounaation, we have, in the war that issued, come well

nigh losing the whole of the rich inheritance with which we set out.

This is one of the saa realizations of the present. In this

too, we are but illustrating the teachings of history. Wars, and

civil wars especially, always menace liberty; they seldom advance it;

while they usually end in its entire overthrow and destruction. Ours

stopped jmst short of such a catastrophe. Our only alternative now

is, either to give up all hope of Constitutional liberty, or to retrace

our steps, and to loox for its vindication and maintenance in the

forums of reason and just ice , instead of on the arena of arms -- in

the Courts and halls of Legislation, instead of on the lielcs oi battle.

I am frame and candid in telling you right here, that our

surest hopes, in my judgment, of these ends, are in the restoration

policy of the President of the United States. I have little hope for

liberty -- little hope for the success of the great American

experiment of self-government -- but in the success of the present

efforts for the restoration of the States to their former practical

relations in a Eoramon government, under the Constitution of the

United States.

We are not without an encouraging example on this line in the

history of the mother country -- in the history of our ancestors --

from whom we derived, in great measure, the principles to which we

are so much devoted. The truest friends of liberty in England

once, in 1642, abandoned the forum of reason, ana appealed, as we did,

to the sword, as the surest means, in their judgment, of advancing

their cause. This was after they had made great progress, under the

lead of CoKe , Hampden
,
Falkland and others, in the advancement of

liberal principles. Many usurpations had been checxed; many of the

prerogatives of the Crown had been curtailed; the Petition of Right
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haa been sanctioned; Ship-money had been abandoned ; Cour ts-Liar tial

haa been aone away with; Habeas Corpus had been re-established;

High Courts of Commission and Star-Chamber had been abolished; mtny

other great abuses of power had been corrected, ana other reforms

established. But not satisfied with these, and not satisfied with the

peaceful wonting of reason, to go on in its natural sphere, the denial

of the Sovereignty of the Crown was pressed by the too araent reformers

upon Charles the First. All else he haa yielded -- this he would not.

The sword was appealed to to settle the question; a civil war was

the result; great valor and courage were displayed on both sices;

men of eminent virtue and patriotism fell in the sanguinary ana

fratricidal conflict; the King was deposed ana executed ;a Commonwealth

proclaimed. But the end was the reduction of the people of England to

a worse state of oppression than they had been in for centuries.

They retraced their steps, After nearly twenty years of exhaustion

and- blood, and the loss of the greater portion of the liberties

enjpyed by them before, they, by almost unanimous consent, called

for restoration. The restoration came. Charles the Second ascended

the throne, as unlimited a monarch as ever ruled the empire. Not a

pledge was asKed or a guarantee given, touching the concessions of

the Royal prerogative, that had been exacted ana obtained from his

father.

The true friends of liberty, of reform and of progress in

government , had become convinced that these were the offspring of

peace and of enlightened reason, and not of passion nor of arms.

The House of Commons and the House of Loras were henceforth the

theatres of their operations, and not the fields of Newberry or

Mars ton-Moor. The result was, that in less than thirty years, all

their ancient rights and privileges, which had been lost in the

civil war, with new securities, were re-established in the ever memorable

settlement of 1688
; which, for all practical purposes, may be looxed
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upon as a bloodless revolution. Since that time England has

made still further and more signal strides in reform and progress.

But not one of these has been effected by resort to arms. Catholic

Emancipation was carried in Parliament , after years of argument,

against the most persistent opposition, Reason ana justice ulti-

mately prevailed. So with the removal of the disability of the Jews --

So with the overthrow of the Rotten-Borough system -- So with the

extension of franchise -- so with the modification of the Corn-Laws,

and restrictions on Commerce, opening thfe. way to the establishment

of the principles of Free-Trade -- and so with qll the other great

reforms by Parliament , which have so_ distinguished English history

for the last ha.If century.

Ma$ we not inaulge hope, even in the alternative before us

now, from this great example of restoration, if we but ao as the friends

of liberty there did?This is my hope, my only hope. It is foundea on the

virtue , intelligence and patriotism of the American people. I have not

lost ray faith in the people, or in their capacity for self-government.

But for these great essential qualities of human nature, to be brought

into active and efficient exercise, for the fulfillment of patriotic

hopes, it is essential that the passions of the day should subside;

that the causes of these passions should not now be discussed; that

the embers of the late strife should not be stirred.

Man by nature is ever prone to scan closely the errors and

defects of his fellow man -- ever ready to rail at the mote in h»s

brother’s ey
#
e, without considering the beam that is in his own. This

should not be .’’Yeall have our motes or beams. 7e are all frail;

perfection is the attribute of none. Prejudice pre-juagment

should be indulged towards none. Prejudice I ’.That wrongs, what

injuries, what mischief s, what lamentable consequences, have resulted
at all times from nothing but this perversity of the intellect l
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% Of all the obstacles to the savancement of truth ana human progr ms, \

in every aepartment -- in science, in art, in government, ana in re-

ligion, in all ages and climes, not one on the list is more formidable,

more difficult to overcome and subdue, than this horrible distortion

of the moral as well as intellectual faculties. It is a host of evil

within itself. I could enjoin no greater auty upon my countyyraen now,
,

Forth and South, than the exercise of that degree of forbearance which

would enable them to conquer their prejudices. One of the highest

exhibitions of the moral sublime the world ever witnessed, wee that

of Daniel Tebster ,when in an open barouche in the streets of Boston,

he proclaimed in substance, to a vast assembly of his constituents --

unwilling hearers -- that "they he'd conquered an uncongenial clime;

they haa conquered a sterile soil; they had conquered tne winds ana

elements of the Ocern;they had conquered most of the elements of nature;

but they must yet learn to conquer their prejudices"! I tendw of no more

fitting incident or scene in the life of th? t wonderful man j'Clarus et -

vi r For ti s sinus .
T for perpetuating the memory of the true greatness

of his character, on canvass or in marble, than a representation of

him as he then and there stood and spoke! I# was an exhibition of

moral grandeur surpassing that of Aristides when he said, " Oh Athe-

nians,
,
what Themistocles recommends would be greatxy to your interest,

but it would be unjust"!

I say to you, and iffen my voice could extend throughout this

vast country, over hill and dale, over mountain and valley, to hovel,

hamlet ana mansion, village , town and city, I wouis.say among the

first, looxing to restoration of peace , prosperity and harmony in

this land, is the great duty of exercising that degree of forbearance

which will enable them to conquer their prejudices. Irejuaices against

communities as ’.veil as individuals.
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Ana next to that
,
the indulgence of a Christian spirit of charity.

''Judge not that ye he not judged, '' especially in matters growing

out of the late war. I'ost of the v/ars that have scourged the ./orla,

even in the Christian era., have arisen on points of conscience, or

differences as to the surest way of salvation. A strange way that

to heaven, is it not? how much disgrace to the Church, and shame to

manKind, /ould ha.ve been avoidea, ‘if the ejaculation of each breast

had been, at all times, as it should have been,

"Let not this weaK, unKnowing hand,

Presume thy bolts to throw;

Ana deal damnation round the Lana,

On him I_ ueem thy foe."

how equally proper is it now, when the spirit of peace seems to
our

be hovering over^.'ar- stricKen lane, that in canvassing the conduct

or motives of others during the late conflict, this great truth

should be impressed upon the minds of all,

"Who made the heart? ’Pis He alone

Decidedly can try us;

He Knows each chord, its various tone,

3ach spring, its various bias;

Then at the balance, let ’ s be mute,

We never can adjust it;

"/hat’s done, we partly may compute,

afccsLiJ: But Know not what’s resisted."

Of all the heaven descended virtues, that elevate & ennoble human nature,

the highest^ the sublimest ,and the civinest is charity. By all means,

then, fail not to exercise and cultivate this soul-regenerating element

of fallen nature. Let it be cultiv&tea a.na exercised not only amongst

ourselves and towards ourselves, on all questions of motive or conduct

touching the late war, but towa.rds all manKind. Aven towards
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our enemies, if we have a!ny, let the aspirations jf our hearts he

"T^c ther
,
f orgive them; they Know not what they do." The exercise

of patience, forbearance ana charity, therefore, are the three first

duties I would at this time enjoin -- ana of these three, the great-

est is charity.''

But to proceed. Another one of our present duties, is tilais:

We should accept the issues of the war, znd abide by them in good

faith, This, I feel fmlly persuaded, it is your purpose to a o, as -veil

as that of your constituents. The people of Georgia have in Conven-

tion revoKea and annulled her Ordinance of 1361, which was intended

to sever her from the compact of Union of 1787, The Constitution

of the United States has been reordained as the organic law of our

land. 'Whatever differencesof opinion heretofore existed as to where

our allegiance was due, during the late state of things, none for any

practical purpose can exist now. Whether Georgia, by the action of

her Convention of 1861, was ever rightfully out of the Union or not,

there can be no question that she is now in, so far as depends upon

her will and deed. The whole United States, therefore
,

is now without

question our country, to be cherished and defended as such, by all

our hearts and by all our arms.

The Constitution of the United States, and the treaties and

laws made in pursuance thereof, are now acKnowledged to be the par-

amount law in this whple country. 7/hoever therefore is true to these

principles as now recognized, is loyal as far as that term has any

legitimate use or force under our institutions. This is the only

Kind of loyalty and the only test of loyalty the Constitution itself

requires. In any o.ther view, everything pertaining to restoration

so far as regards the great body of the people in at least eleven

States of the Union, is but maKing a promise to the ear to be broxen

to the hope. All, therefore, who accept the issue of war in good
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faith, and come up to the test required by the Constitution,

ore now loyal, hovever they may have heretofore been.

But with this change comes a new order of things. One of

the results of the war is a total change in our xx whole internal

polity. Our former social fabric has been entirely subverted.

Lilce those convulsions in nature which breaK up old incrustations,

the war has wrought a new epoch in our political existence. Old

things have passed away, and all things among us in this respect

are new. The relation heretofore, under our old system, existing
s

between the African and European races, no longer exist. Slavery,

as it was called, or the status of the blacK race, their subordi-

nation to the white, upon which all our institutions rested, is

abolished forever, not only in Georgia, but throughout the limits

of the United States. This change should, be received and accepted

as an irrevocable fact. It is a bootless question now to discuss

whether the new system is better for both races than the old one

was or not. That may be proper matter for the philosophic and

philanthropic historian, at some future time to inquire into, after

the new system shall have been fully* and fairly tried.

All changes of systems or proposed reforms, are but experiments

and problems to be solved. Our system of self-government was an

experiment at first. Perhaps as a problem it is not yet solved.

Our present duty on this subject is not with the past or the future.

It is with the present. The wisest and the best often err, in their

judgments as to the probable wordings of any new system. Let us

therefore give this one, a fair and just trial, without prejudice,

and with that earnestness of purpose, which always looics hopefully

to success. It is an ethnological problem, on the solution of

which depends, not only the best interests of both races, but it may

be, the existence of one or the other, if not both.
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This duty of giving this new system a fair ana just trial, will

require of you, as Legislators of the land, great changes in our

former laws in regard to this;* large class of population. V/ise ana

hum§ne provisions shoule be made for them. It is not for me to go

into detail. Suffice it to say on this occasion, that ample ana full

protection should be secured to them, so that the£ may stana equal

before the law, in the possession and enjoyment of all rights of

person, liberty and property. Many considerations claim this at your

hands. Among these may be stated their fidelity in times past. They

cultivated your fielas; ministered to your personal wants and comforts;

nursed and reared your children; and even in the hour of danger ana
*

peril, they were in the main, true to you and yours. To them we owe a

debt of gratitude, as well as acts of Kindness. This should also be aone

because they are poor, untutored, uninformed; many of them helpless,

liable to be imposed upon, and need it. Legislation should ever Iook

to the protection of the weaK against the strong. V/hatever may be said

of the equality of races, or their natural capacity to become equal,

no one can doubt that at this time, this ra.ce among us ,is not equal,

to the Caucasian. This inequality does not lessen the moral obligations

on the part of the superior to the inferior, it rather increases them.

From him who has much, more is required than from him who has little.

The present generation of them, it is true, is far above their savage

progenitors, who were at first introduced into this country, in

general intelligence, virtue, and moral culture. This shows capacity

for improvement. But in all the higher charadteri stic s of mental

development, they are still very far below the European type. ’.Vhat

further advancement they may maKe, or to what stands,rd they may attain,
way

under a different system of laws every suitable ana wisely applicable
A

to their changed condition, time alone can disclose. I speaK of them

as we now Know them to be, having no longer the protection of a. master.
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or legal guardian; they now need all the protection which the

shield of the law can give.

But above all, this protection Should be secured because

it is right and just that it should be, upon general principles.

All governments in their organic structure, as well as in tneir

administration, should have this leading object in view; the good

of the governed. Protection and security to all unaer its juris-

diction, should be the chief end of every government. It is a mel-

ancholy truth that while this should be the chief end of all gov-

ernments, most of them are used only a,s instruments of power, for

the aggrandizement of the few, at the expense of, and by the op-

pression of, the many. Such are not our ideas of government, never

have been and never should be. Governments according to our ideas,

shoulu looic to the good of the whole, and not a part only. "The

greatest good to the greatest number", is a favorite dogma with
d

some. Some so defende our old system. But you Know this, was never

my doctrine. The greatest good to all, without detriment or injury

to any, is the true rule. Those governments only are founded upon

correct principles, of reason ana justice, which Iook to the great-

est attainable advancement, improvement and progress, physically,

intellectually and morally of all classes ana conditions within

their rightful jurisdiction. If our old system was not the best,

or could not have been rnaae the best, for both races, in this respect

and upon this basis, it ought to have been abolished. This was my view

of that system while it lasted, and I repeat it now that it is no more.

In legislation therefore under the new system, you should Iook to the

best interest of all classes; their protection, security , advancement a

ana improvement , physically , intellectually ana morally. All obstacles, if

there be any, should be removed, which can possibly hinder or retard,

the improvement of the blacKs to the extent of their capacity. A}1
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proper aid should he given to their own efforts. Channels of education

should he opened up to them. Schools ana the usual means of moral ana

intellectual training, should he encouraged amongst them. This is the

dictate, not only of what is right and proper, and just in itself,

hut it is also the promptings of the highest considerations of interest

It is difficult to conceive a greater evil or curse, that could

hefall our country, stricken and distressed as it now is, than for

so large a portion of its population, as this class will quite

prohahly constitute amongst us, hereafter, to he reared in ignorance,

depravity and vice. In view of such a states of things, well might

the prudent, even now look to its abandonment. Let us not however

indulge in such thoughts of the future. Nor let us, without an effort,

say the system can not he worked. Let us not, standing still, hes-

itatingly ask, "Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?" hut

let us rather say as Gamaliel did, "If this counsel or this work

he of men, it will come to nought, hut if it he of God ye cannot

overthrow it, lest haply ye he found even to fight against God".

The most vexed questions of the age are social problems. These we

have heretofore had hut little to do with; we were relieved from

them by our peculiar institution. Emancipation of the blacks,

with its consequences, was ever considered by me with much more

interest as a social question, one relating to the proper status

of the different elements of society, and their relations towards

each other, looking to the best interest of all, than in any other

light. The pecuniary aspect of it, the considerations of labor and

capital, in a politico-economi c view, sunk into insignificance,

in comparison with this. This problem, as one of the results of the

war, is now upon us, presenting one of the most perplexing questions

of the sort that any people ever had to deal with. Let us resolve

to do the best we can with it, from all the lights we have or can get
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from any quarter. With this view, end in this connection, I taKe

the liberty of quoting for your consideration, some remarKs even

from the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. I met with them some months ago

while pondering on this subject, and was a.s much struct: as surprised,

with the drift of their philosophy, coming from the source they dia.

I give them as I find them in the New Yortc Times where they were

reported. You may be as much surprised at hearing such ideas from

Mr.Beecher, as I was. But however much we may differ from him on

many questions, and on many questions connected with this subject,

yet all must aumit him to rantc amongst the master spirits of the age.

And no one perhaps has contributed more by the power of his pen ana

voice in bringing about the present state of things, than he has.

Yet, nevertheless, I commend to your serious consideration, as pertinent

to my present object, what he was reported to have said, as follows:

"In our land and time facts and questions are pressed upon us,

which demana Christian settlement. Settlement on this ground & doctrine.

We can not escape the responsibility. Being strong and powerful, we

must nurse and help and educate ana foster, the weaK anc poor and igno-

rant. For my own part I cannot see how we shall escape the most terri-

ble conflict of classes, by ana bye, unless we are educated into this

doctrine of duty, on the part of the superior to the inferior.

We are told by zealous and fanatical individuals, that all men are

equal. We Know better. They are not equal. A common brotherhood teaches

no such absurdity. A theory of universal physical likeness, is no more

absurd than this. Now as ib all times, the strong go to the top, the

weaK go to the bottom. It’s natural, right and cant be helped.

All branches are not at the top of the tree, but the top aoes not

despise the lower; nor do they all, despise the limb or the parent

trunK; and so with the body politic, there must be classes, some must

be at the top and some must be at the bottom. It is difficult to
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foresee, and estimate the development of the power of classes in America.

They are simply inevitable. They are here now,fnd will be more. If they

are friendly , living at peace, loving ana respecting ana helping one

another, all will be well. But if they are selfish, unchristian; if tne

old heathen feeling is to reign, each extracting all he can from his

neighbor, and caring nothing for him; society will be lined by classes

as by seams - liKe batteries, each fireing broadside after broadside, the

one upon the other. If on the other hatid the law of love prevails, there

will be no ill-will, no envy, no disturbance. Does a child hate his father

because he is chief, because he is strong and wise? On the contrary, he

grows with his father’s growth, and strengthens with his strength. Ana

if in society there should be fifty graces or classes, all helping each

other, there will be no trouble, but perfect satisfaction ana content.

This Christian doctrine carried inta practice, will easily settle the

most troublesome of all home present Questions”.

'That he here said of the state of things where he spoxe in the

State of New Yorx, and the fearful antagonism of classes there, is much

more applicable to us. Here it is true, only two great classes exist, or

are lixely to exist, but these are deeply marKea by distinctions bearing

the impress of nature. The one is now beyond all question greatly superior

to the other. These classes are as &ix±x3cx distinct as races of men can be

The one is -of the highest type of humanity, the other of ‘ho lowest.

All that he says of the duty of the superior, to protect, to aio, to

encourage
,

anc to help the inferior, I fully ana coroi; lly endorse ana

oR1nend to you as quite as applicable to us and our situation, as it was

to his auditors. '.'/Vie the r the doctrine, carried out arid practiced, m ill

settle all these .most trouble some home questions v/ith us as easily* as

he se mea to thin* it would lixe home questions- with those whom he was

addressing, I will not undertake to say. I have no hesitancy , however, in

saying- that the general principles announced by him are ’goou. bet. them be
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adopted by us as far as practicable, Lo harm can come frun it, much

good may ."/lie the r the great barrier of races which the Creator has

placed between this, mr inferior class ana ourselves, shall prevent a

success of the experiment now on trial, of a. peaceful , happy ana ;rosper-

ous community, composed of such elements ana sustaining present relations

towaras each other, or even a further elevation on the part of the

inferior, if they prove themselves fit for it, let the future, unaer the

aispensations of Providence , decide. 'Ye have to deal with the present.

Let us ao our auty now, leaving results ana ultimate consequences

To that ’’divinity which shapes due enas,

Rough hew them how we will.’’

In all things on this subject as in all others, let our guiaeoasosius. be

the admirable motto of our State. Let our counsels be governed by Y/isaom,

our neasures by Moderation ana our principles by Justice.

So much for what I haveto say on this occasion, touching

our present duties on this absorbing subject, ana some of our duties

in reference to a. restoration of peace, law and order; without which

all must, sooner or later, enu in utter confusion, anarchy ana despotism

I have as I said I should, only glanced at some general ideas.

Now as to the future, and the prospect before usJ On this branch

of the subject I can add but little. You can form some ideas of my

views of that from what has already been said. Y/oula that I could

sa.y something cheergul; but that candor, which has marxea all that

I have said, compels me to say that to me the future is far from being

bright. It is aartt and impenetrable. Thiele gloom curtains and

closes in the horizon all around me. Thus much I can say: my only

hope is in the peaceful re-establishment of good government, ana

its peaceful maintenance afterwards. And further, the most hopeful

prospect to this end now, is the restoration of the old yn ion, ana with



—
«

,•< -.0 ran,, C : . 8X«,o^o,-I: a,' ,,V; a . ,cf ^
:

** c ’ ! * - ^ »
. .,

* ' VMf; ,R9VXW ‘- t "w se «° -wo ,«i,V ncavvXacf
' “ - :

- ‘ ’ ** » -- ft* - ft ^ * 88 | ,

iJ '
’

' - --« 8
,

f< ' " *w » • » '
- • * * 5

&XiJ 19UfIL ,31W Jj&l 9il + J 3X tr frl + r *>
' ’ J •••»««»nsn t vsrM. tx ,«rc Xa*lni

' 1 X
1 f

j^Xv> ‘. e - 1 f t 9 y */-, n ’
, i.soxor>o, 9 o,i9,>xvcH 1c sricfJ.ss'neqaij)

**o»»i, i>mttco M -B j iu . 8Jfus9, ,„ rvi<1 „...1 «' rI "J* o 1UC CO HU Xf-.I

«•""* *ic itoXif* 'vXXnXfiV x*,/ <7 •

,w wc ri nsifi ..-orf x*‘ i,or
’ ^ ^3S ir? 0 X i j i < t h I

'

\ -

•',aw ,c IX " •“ «•> S39^ «Wi ae feVnirfi iu „t
“608j* "•"’fVCi Mt «M|WM Tlrt) X„r »*_«* ,,.J9...sX*X3 wc , c cJJcri eldmimos sri

• 90ita ‘'1 V-rf «*H«>**q T..C o„« .ciJxm* *f E9s„E!an ,uc

Snill0UtJ •“ClR -’90C •*« V* i x cHw ,c t rfocn ce
***** 7Ue * ***** «K4»* nr ltolW^ .

*** *««. ,•«. «<iX,eM»q tc ««««*.* . io^U »>"JCW“ Wtoaeafl
, nc rtutnc a One .xeXoX ,c Wee xx„

•>»'' ’IS Vnc
f .,x„ rj(l,

-

5 *“ 9 '10 ^ 9rf toaV^ «« Wie.eauXwt arfx ex 8a woilW ‘C 9"CB raiCl ^ UCY oo. nao x Ja8llft.8 9f(i ,c“ ' ' ' UlUCV n99d V»««ie uui i«fw noil JjaxfX t0 SW8i ,

JOrlJ IX > J/i ‘,9i ‘iV '’tcoM° iali* *»* ?XOSi»*Uo SnixfJssos ^S X9<1 aC ' J ’, ” 1 ?"1U " Ul 9CX 9? ' Ci isJ<J c} *» a-tsqnco ,ox « 9 v,rf t^ nni 8itu9 raccXS *oWT . aX^Xans^x ana „80 Bi XX .xrisx,d
'XXn<" ^ :Y93 1 3CCX • so on,,ox* XX* nciiTori srfx nX 3 «Pc x 0

ono ,x„sran„vca oocs xo XnaririaXXdaXaa-sn Xnlea*9q 6rfx nX aX a,c ri
Xo,a qcri xaoc adx ,^ot onA aoaonaXnXnn Xntaaaa, 8 >x

°Hfl * nCi,,V °XC ^ * noX JsToXaai a,x ax,v,0 „ ona si,X c, Xaa.aoxn



20

it the speeay return of fraternal feeling throughout its length

and "breadth. These results depend upon ihe people themselves - upon

the people of the Norht quite as much as the people of the South -

upon their virtue, intelligence and patriotism, I repeat, I fiave faith

in the American people, in their virtue , intelligence and patriotism.

But for this I should leng since have despaired. - DarK ana gloomy as

the present hour is, I do not yet despair of free institutions. Let

but the virtues, intelligence and patriotism of the people throughout

the whole country be properly appealed to, aroused ana brought into

action, and all may yet be well. The masses, everywhere, are aliKe

equally interested in the great object. Let old issues, old questions,

old differences and old feuds, be regarded as fossils of another epoch.

They belong to what may hereafter be considered the Silurian period

of our hi story .Great , new, living questions are before us. Let it not be

said of us in this day, not yet passed, of our country’s greatest trial

ana agony, that, "there was aw party for Cae sar , a party for P$ypp ey, ana

a party for Brutus, but no party for Rome."

But let all patriots, by whatever distinctive name heretofore

styled, rally , in all elections everywhere, to the support of him, be

he who he may, who bears the standard with "Constitutional Union" em-

blasoned on its folas. President Johnson is now in my judgment the

chief great standard bearer of these principles, ana in his efforts at

restoration should receive the cordial support of every well wishwr

of his country.

In this consists, on this rests,my only hope. Should he be sustained,

and the Government restored to its former functions, all the States

brought bacK to their practical relations under the Constitution, our

situation will be greatly changed from what it was before. A radical and

fundamental change, as has been stated, has been made in that organic

law. V/e shall have lost what was Known as our "peculiar institution"
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which was so intertwined with the whole framework of our State body

politic. We shall have lost nearly half the accumulated capital of a cen-

tury. But we shall have still left all the essentials of free government,

contained and embodied in the old Constitution, untouched and un-

impaired as they came from the hands of our fathers. With these, even if

we had to begin entirely anew, the prospect before us would be much more

encouraging than the prospect was before them, when they fled from the

oppressions of the old world, and sought shelter and homes in this then

wilderness land. The liberties we begin with, they had to achieve. With

the same energies and virtues they displayed, we have much more £o cheer

us than they had. with a climate unrivalled in salubrity; with a soil un-
surpassed in fertility; and with products unequalled in value in the mar-

kets of the world, to say nothing of our mineral resources, we shall have

much still to wed us to the good old land. With good government, the ma-

trix from which alone spring all great human achievement s, we shall lack

nothing but our own proper exertions, not only to recover our former

prosperity, but to attain a much higher degree of development in

everything that characterises a great, free, and happy people. At

least I Know of no other land that the sun shines upon, that offers

better prospects under the contingencies stated.

The old Union was based upon the assump ti on, that it was for the

best interest of the people of all the States to be united as they

were, ea. cfc State faithfully performing to the people of the other

States, all their obligations under the common compact. I always

thought this assumption was founded upon broad, correct , and statesman-

like principles. I think so yet. It was only when it seemed to be

impossible further to maintain it, without hazarding greater evils

than would perhaps il&khx attend a sepafati on, that I yielded my assent in

obedience to the voice of Georgia, to try the experiment which has

just resulted so disastrously to us. Indeed, during the whole
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»

lamentable conflict, it was my opinion that however the penuing

strife might terminate, so far as the appeal to the swprcl was concerned,

yet after a while, when the passions aan excitements of the uay

should pass away, an adjustment or arrangement would be made upon

Continental principles, upon the general basis of "reciprocal advant-

age and mutual convenience," on which the Union was first established,
desire

My earnest , however, throughout
,

was whatever might be done,

might be peacefully done; might be the result of calm, ai spassi onate

,

and enlightened reason; looxing to the permanent interests and welfare

of all. and now, after the severe chastisement of war, if the general

sense of the whole country shall come bacx to the acKnowleagement of

the original assumpion
,

that it is for the best interests of all

the States to be so united, as I trust it will; the States still

being "separate as the billows but one as the sea'; I can perceive

no reason why, under such restoration, we as a whole with "peace,

commerce, and honest friendships with all nations and entangling

alliance with none, "may not enter upon a new career, exciting

increased wonder in the old world, by grander achievements hereafter

to be made, than any heretofore attained, by the peaceful and har-

monious worxingsog our American institutions of self government.

All this is possible if the hearts of the people be right. It is

my warmest wish to see it. Fondly would I indulge ray fancy in gazing

on such a picture of the future. With what rapture may we not suppose

the spirits of our fathers would hail its opening scenes from their

mansions above. Such are my hopes, resting on such contingencies. But

if, instead of all this, the passions of the day shall continue to

bear sway; if prejudice shall rule the hour; if a conflict of races

shall arise; if ambition shell turn the scale; if the sword shall be

thrown in the balance against patriotism; if the embers of the late

war shall be Kept a glowing until with new fuel they shall flame

)
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up again, then our present gloom is but the shadow, the penumbra o

that deeper and darker eclipse, which is to totally obscure this

hemishhere and blight forever the anxious anticipations and expec

tetions of manicindl Then hereafter by some bare it may be sung,

'The Star of Hope shone brightest in the West,

The hope of Liberty, the last, the best;

That too has set, upon her aarKenea shore,

And Hope ana Freedom light up earth no more.'

May we not all on this occasion, on this anniversary of the

birth day of Washington, join in a fervent prayer to Heaven

that the great Ruler of events may avert from this land, such

a fell, such a fate, and such a requiem!
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